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Commander’s Message

I hope you and your family have stayed well.

At the Post’'s May 14 General Meeting nominations
of Post 154 officers for 2025-2026 were closed and
election of officers was held. Election results are
below. Also at the meeting, Gintaras Buivys, Walter
Cooper, Henry Gaidis, Joe Jankevicius and John
Potts were elected delegates to the 2025 American
Legion Department of Maryland Convention.

Post 154 will have its traditional formal installation
of officers on September 21st at Lithuanian Hall.
Complimentary refreshments will be served from 1
PM to 2 and after the formal program. There will be
no drinks served during the program. After the pro-
gram you and your guests are welcome to stay and
watch a performance by the Lithuanian folk dance
group while enjoying a complimentary hot buffet.

All Post 154 members are welcome to attend the
Officers Installation Ceramony. Admission is free. We
will have tables reserved for Department and special
invited guests. There will be several tables set up for
open seating. If you are bringing guests and want
your own table, please let me know by September
1st how many in your group so we can set up
enough tables and prepare enough food.

Enjoy the summer!

Gintaras Buivys

Lithuanian Post 154 Officers 2025 - 2026

Commander “Gintaras Buivys
Vice Commander Joe Jankevicius
Adjutant Gintaras Buivys

Finance Officer Algirdas Brasauskas

Service Officer
Chaplain

Judge Advocate
Historian

Sergeant At Arms
Executive Committee
Executive Committee

John Potts
Gintaras Buivys
Augustinas Uleckas
Henry Gaidis
Walter Cooper
Yvette Muhammed
Thomas Sadauskas

Memorial Day Service
On May 30 Lithuanian
Post 154 members
Gintaras Buivys. Henry
Gaidis, Joe Jankevicius
and Yvette Muhammad h‘_ "'K — h "“f
attended The American 1
Legion, North Central @
District, Memorial Day
Services, held at the i
Baltimore National Cem- [|&
etery. Opening remarks
were made by Northern
Central Region District 4 §
Commander Tim Cau-
sion. Colors were pre-
sented by Northeastern
Post 265 Honor Guard
followed by an invoca-
tion by Rev. Dr. William
E. Butler from Otha
Spriggs Il Memorial
Post 294. —

Alt. National Executive
Committeeman Ronald
Holcombe conducted
the POW/MIA Service
assisted by Lithuanian
Post 154 members
Gintaras Buivys and
Henry Gaidis. There was
a special remembrance
with a photo of recently
departed Lithuanian
Post 154 Adjutant Vin-
cent Dulys. Vince was
known for conducting
the Department’s POW/
MIA services for years.

NATIOMAL CEMETERY ADMINISTR

Lithuanian Post 154 members
Joe Jankevicius, Henry Gaidis,
Yvette Muhammad and Gintaras

Buivys accompanied by Alt.
National Executive Committee-
man Ronald L. Holcombe stand

behind table with Vincent

Dulys’ photo. Vince had used

the table for POW/MIA Services.

Post 154 legionnaires Gintaras
Buivys and Henry Gaidis place
KIA flag on chair.

The Guest Speaker at the event was Baltimore County
Councilman Patrick G. Young. The Keynote Speaker was
Ms. Karen Brazell, Senior Advisor to the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs. Among the notables attending were
Department Commander David Heredia and many of his
staff officers. Lithuanian Post 154 friend Mark Zaruba
played Taps at end of the service.
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Membership
The American Legion’s
2026 membership Fiscal
Year started on July 01,
2025. You should be
receiving renewal notic-
es from National soon.

Please renew your mem-
bership by going to the
Lithuanian Post 154
website
http://www.lietuvis.net
and clicking on “Online
Membership Renewal.”

If you wish to renew by
mail, make a $38 check
payable to “The American
Legion Lithuanian Post
154" and mail it to my
address that is on page 4
of this newsletter.

Gintaras Buivys

Happy Birthday

e

July
Raymond W. Beares
Gintaras Buivys
Terrence Chesson

August
Algimantas Grintalis
Victor A. Kareiva
Thomas A. Keane
Roy W. Kemmer
Joseph Lazaravich
Aaron Morsberger
Mark Nauyalis
Algirdas M. Veliuona
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Lithuanian Festival

Attendees socializing while eating delicious Lithuanian foods and drinks.

Baltimore’s Lithuanian Community held its Lithuanian Festival on Mother’s Day
weekend at Our Lady of Victory Church Hall in Arbutus.The festival was well at-
tended. Attendees were continuously entertained by folk dancers, by music and
singing performances. There was plenty of delicious Lithuanian food and drink.
Vendors were on hand to sell Lithuanian jewelry, souvenirs, paintings, ethnic cloth-
ing, smoked meats, cakes and excellent hand crafted wood carvings.

Lithuanian Post 154 had an information table
with Post literature, hats and ties. Our table was
a great hit with children since we were giving out
free balloons and patriotic comic books depict-
ing major US historic events; information that
used to be taught in American History and Civics §
classes. After you heard a pop in the hall, you
knew that a kid would soon be back for another

Lithuanian Post 154 info. table.

balloon, often with his dad. The kid got another balloon and dad was given Post
154 literature and a membership application. Hopefully some of the applications
will be returned. Among Post Legionnaires who manned the booth were Gintaras
Buivys, Walter and Wendy Cooper, and Yvette Muhammad.

In keeping with The American Legion mission to support its community activities,
Post Historian and Baltimore Lithuanian Museum Curator Henry Gaidis manned
display tables containing historical Lithuanian ethnic and Post 154 memorabilia.
Post Legionnaire Thomas Sadauskas, a well-known Baltic Genealogist, provided
genealogy information and counseling to interested visitors.

American Legion Department of Maryland Convention

The American Legion Department of Maryland Convention will be held at the
Ocean City Convention Center from July 15 - 18, 2025. The convention sched-
ule is on page 4.

Lithuanian Post 154 will have a visitor Hospitality Suite at Bradley on the Bay
Condominium, building A, unit 304, 3901 Ocean Highway. If you are in Ocean
City on these dates and plan to visit, contact Commander Gintaras Buivys
(410) 802-0001 prior to walking 3 flights of stairs to be certain it is open.
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

On June 14, 1775, the sword and shield of our
Republic were forged when the Second Continental
Congress voted to establish what would later be-
come the United States Army. Today, our Nation
proudly celebrates 250 years of our Army’s strength,
service, valor, and discipline. We honor its heroic
legacy as the guardian of our sovereignty and our
fortress against tyranny — and we pay tribute to the
millions of warriors who live by the motto: This We'll

Defend.

Following the first shots of the Revolutionary War at
Lexington and Concord on April 19, 1775, it became
clear to the patriots that — despite their persistent
efforts for peace — war against the British was nec-
essary as a final recourse in defense of their free-
dom. In the wake of the Boston Massacre, the Intol-
erable Acts, and the enduring injustice of taxation
without representation, they established the First
Continental Congress in the fall of 1774 to formally
address their grievances. After dozens of patriots
perished at Lexington and Concord, the Colonies
reconvened — and by June 14, the delegates had

decided that there was only one path forward.

On that spring day, in a momentous act of unity and
resolve, the Congress passed a resolution to formally
establish the instrument of our national defense in
the form of the Continental Army. “Resolved, that
six companies of expert riflemen, be immediately
raised in Pennsylvania, two in Maryland, and two in

Virginia” the resolution reads.

With the passing of that fateful resolution, the scat-
tered militias of the American Colonies banded to-
gether as a single force — boldly declaring that they
would never waver in defense of their liberty and
their home. The next day, George Washington was
unanimously appointed as the Continental Army’s
Commander-in-Chief. Weeks later, on July 3, 1775,
he took charge of his Army in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts. “It is hoped that all Distinctions of Colonies
will be laid aside so that one and the same Spirit
may animate the whole, and the only Contest be,
who shall render, on this great and trying occasion,
the most essential service to the Great and common
cause in which we are all engaged,” he wrote.

In the days, weeks, and years that followed, that very
same Army shocked the Redcoats at Trenton and
Princeton, won their first great victory at Saratoga,
secured the cause of independence at Yorktown,

preserved the Union at Gettysburg, held the line at Cha-
teau-Thierry, stormed the bloody beaches of Normandy,
and to this day, gallantly defends our inheritance of free-
dom against every foe with unmatched tenacity, courage,
and strength. What was first formed as a ragtag army of
farmers, frontiersmen, blacksmiths, and merchants now
stands as the most dominant military force ever born of
human will — guided by the promise to support and de-
fend the Constitution of the United States against all ene-

mies, foreign and domestic.

To ensure our Army’s storied legacy continues well into
the future, as President, | have purged the sinister
ideology of “Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion” from the
ranks of our military. | directed the Department of De-
fense to update its guidance regarding transgender —
identifying medical standards to ensure our military re-
mains the most lethal in the world. In a long overdue
redress of injustice, | reinstated American service mem-
bers who were dismissed for refusing the COVID vaccine,
with full back pay and benefits. Every day, | am restoring
a foreign policy of peace through strength — and as a
result, military recruitment is soaring to historic

highs. Under my leadership, the United States military
will remain the mightiest, fiercest, boldest, and most

revered in the entire world.

On this 250th anniversary of the founding of the United
States Army, we pay tribute to every legend of liberty who
sacrificed their life to keep America safe, sovereign, and
free. As my Administration continues the work of protect-
ing our homeland and upholding our way of life, we
proudly summon the spirit, confidence, and resolve of
the intrepid men who won our independence on the bat-
tlefield 250 years ago — and we vow that their legacy of
courage will never perish, and that our sacred birthright

of freedom will never, ever die.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of
the United States of America, by virtue of the authority
vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2025, as a
day in commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the

founding of the United States Army. This We’'ll Defend.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this
thirteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord

two thousand twenty-five, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hundred and forty-
ninth.

DONALD J. TRUMP
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Contact Information Calendar & Reminders
COMMANDER July Lithuanian Hall closed for summer break during July
Gintaras BIU|VyS Wed 02 U.S Army Air Corps Established (1926)
804 Warwick Rd. Fri 04 Independence Day
Baltimore, MD 21229
(410) 802-0001 The American Legion Department of Maryland Convention - Ocean City, MD
gbuivys@hotmail.com Tue 15 Delegatg Registra)tion -8 AM, Legion .College-classes
’ Wed 16 Convention meetings - 8 AM, Memorial Service - 7 PM
Thu 17 Convention meetings - 8 AM
glijrﬂtglr-ggguivys Fri 18 Convention meetings - 8 AM, Department Officers Election
804. kil Wed 30 Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting -
Baltimore, MD 21229 Spirits West Country Club - 1 PM
(410) 802-0001 August
gbuivys@hotmail.com Mon 04 United States Coast Guard established (1790)
Wed 06 First atomic bomb dropped, Hiroshima, Japan (1945)
SERVICE OFFICER Wed 13 Lithuanian Post 154 General Meeting -
Patrick Dohlus Lithuanian Hall - 11 AM
1920 Nipmuck Path Thu 14 Japan Surrendered, ending WW Il (1945)
Hanover, MD 21076 Wed 27 Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting -
(410) 551-2369 Spirits West Country Club - 1 PM
Sulbud@comcast.net
September
EDITOR Mon 01 Labor Day
Joe Jankevicius Tue 02 V-J Day, Japan Signed Formal Surrender (1945)
2911 Cox Neck Road East Wed 10 Lithuanian Post 154 General Meeting -
Chester. MD 21619 Lithuanian Hall - 11 AM
’ Thu 11 Terrorists attacked World Trade Center
(410) 259-5032 and Pentagon (2001)
JoeJankevicius@gmail.com Sat 13 “Star Spangled Banner” written by Francis Scott Key (1814)
Wed 17 US Constitution Approved (1787)
Meeting Information Thu 18 US Air Force established (1947)
Sat 20 POW/MIA Recognition Day
Lithuanian Post 154 Sun 21 Installation of Post 154 Officers
General Meetings Lithuanian Hall - 1 PM
The Post General will be held at Mon 22 First day of Autumn
Lithuanian Hall, Mon 22 Rosh Hashanah begins at sundown
851 Hollins Street. Wed 24 Rosh Hashanah ends at nightfall
Baltimore, MD 21201 Wed 24 Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting -
at 11 AM on the 2nd Wednes- Spirits West Country Club - 1 PM
day of January, March, May,
June, August, September and October _ _
November. Wed 01 Yom Kippur begins at sundown
] . ) Thu 02 Yom Kippur ends at sundown
Executive Committee Meetings Tue 07 Afghanistan War Began (2001)
The Executive Committee Mon 13 US Navy Established (1773)
meeting will be held on the Mon 13 Columbus Day
last Wednesday of every Mon 13 Thanksgiving Day (Canada)
month except December at Thu 23 Grenada Campaign began (1983)
1 PM, Meeting will be at Wed 29 Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting -
Spirits West Country Club, Spirits West Country Club - 1 PM
2601 Wilkens Avenue, Fri 31 Halloween
Baltimore, MD 21223.




