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The American Legion, Department of Maryland, 
107th Annual Department Convention, took place 
from July 15-18, 2025, in Ocean City, Mary-
land.   The convention program booklet cover fea-
tured "Be the One" theme logo and contained a full 
Lithuanian Post 154 commemoration page with 
memorials and photographs of Balys Brasauskas 
and Vincent Thomas Dulys biographies and the 
names of the post's 2025-2026 elected officers.  
 

Vince without doubt was the heart and soul of Lith-
uanian Post 154 for many decades and similarly 
known the same way by every post in the Depart-
ment of Maryland.  He was honored virtually by 
everyone in attendance at the convention. 
 

Upon entering Convention Hall Auditorium and 
looking at the podium everyone on saw the Ameri-
can Flag posted on the floor to the left the stage 
and State of Maryland and Department of Mary-
land Legion Flag posted on the right. This year 
to the left of the Maryland flag were three framed 
photographs on easels draped with a black mourn-
ing cloth. The two smaller framed black and white 
photographs were in honor of two Department of 
Maryland Past Commanders who had been trans-
ferred to Post Everlasting.  The much larger colored 
photograph in the center commemorated Vince 
Dulys for his long service to the Department Execu-
tive Committee and Adjutant of Lithuanian Post 
154.  The flags and commemorative photograph 
remained on display throughout the convention. 
 

Vince’s lifelong service to the American Legion and 
the nation was honored directly by the Current/
Outgoing Department Commander David Heredia 
Jr. during his Opening Convention Welcome that 
included citing Vince as having been a model for all 
Legionnaires to follow.  Ronald Holcombe, Ameri-
can Legion National Executive Committeeman and 
personal friend of Vince who had replaced him as 
the Department's POW/MIA Remembrance Chair-
man, paid tribute to Vince as the Father of the De-
partment's POW/MIA Remembrance Honor Ser-
vice.  Post 154 Commander Gintaras Buivys, a 
long time POW/MIA Remembrance Honor Guard 
Member, and Post 154 Historian Henry L. Gaidis 
took part in this year's convention commemorative 
services.  Lithuanian Post 154 supporter Mark 
Zaruba played taps. 
 

The Delmarva Women's Choras has coordinated 
with Vince and taken part in the annual American 

Legion's Post Everlasting Program for years singing 
inspirational and patriotic songs.  A solemn seg-
ment of  the program includes the reading of 
the names of posts in Maryland that had members 
who reported to the Supreme Commander the past 
year. As the post name is announced, the names of 
the of the post’s departed members are shown on 
two large screens.  It is customary for each post 
member and associated guests in attendance to 
stand and salute or place their hand over their 
hearts as the departees names are displayed.  In 
Special Tribute to Vince Dulys, besides Post 154 
members, the entire Delmarva Women's Choras 
stood up as Post 154’s screen with Vince's name 
was displayed.   
 

This year's Department of Maryland Convention 
elected Nikki S. Randolph as Department Com-
mander and Eric V. Warthen, Sr. as Vice Command-
er.  Ron Holcomb, seconded by Gintaras Buivys, 
was elected National Executive Committeeman. 
As is customary each electee officer address the 
convention.  Eric in his address emphasized his 
successes only occurred as a results of his fellow 
Department of Maryland mentors.  Among four 
mentors that Eric cited and honored was Vince 
Tomas Dulys.  Among living Lithuanian Post 154 
Members no one could recall any American Legion 
Department of Maryland Legionnaire who received 
as many convention accolades as was given to 
Vincent Tomas Dulys.  Fairwell by faithful fellow 
Legionnaire.  
 

This year's convention also proved to be a great 
success for Lithuanian Post 154.  Lithuanian Post 
154 was well represented. Post delegates 
were Gintaras Buivys, John Potts, Henry Gaidis, 
Joseph Jankevicius and Walter Cooper. Post 154 
Awards included the Department of Maryland, 
100% Membership Award, the John Sloan Newslet-
ter Award for Best Newsletter and Department of 
Maryland award for the "Best Post History Book” in 
the “15 to 150 Member” categories.  In traditional 
fashion, Lithuanian Post 154 also had a Hospitali-
ty Open House in the Bradley on the Bay Condo-
minium building adjacent to the Convention Center. 
The Post also provided a "Viryta" supply donation to 
the Department of Maryland, Northern Central Re-
gion Family Hospitality Room. Both rooms were 
visited by many Legionnaires.  
 

Henry Gaidis 
lituva@verizon.net 

North Central Region  
Commander Eric Warthen  
congratulates Lithuanian 
Post 154 Historian Henry 
Gaidis on being awarded 

the  
“Best History Book Award.”   

Department Commander 
David Heredia, congratulate 
Lithuanian Post 154 Com-

mander Gintaras Buivys on 
the Post achieving   

“100 % Membership”   

Department Commander 
Nikki Randolph, congratu-

late Lithuanian Post 154 
newsletter editor Joe 

Jankevicius on the post win-
ning the  

 “John Sloan Newsletter 

Department of Maryland Convention  
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 Lithuanian Post 154’s Installation of Officers 
Ceremony was held on September 21, 2025 at Lithua-
nian Hall.     
    The installation celebration has a traditional 
sequence of events. The ceremony started with the 
singing of the Lithuanian and American National An-
thems by the Daina Choir followed by an invocation by 
Father William Spacek. 

Our Master of Ceremonies, Thomas Sadauskas, 
introduced current and past senior officers of the le-
gion family and guest from the Lithuanian Embassy. 

For decades, the Post has annually shown ap-
preciation to those that serve our community. This year 
we presented Teacher of the Year award to Ariel Wat-
son, Police Officer of the Year award to officer Selena 
Mezquita and Firefighter of the Year award to fireman 
Lt. Derrick Manning. Post 154 annually makes availa-
ble two $1,000 scholarship to high school seniors who 
will be perusing higher education and have a family 
association with a Post 154 member. (Eligibility criteria 
is on page 3). This year’s recipients were Cooper Uleck-
as and Adria Welsh. Cooper graduated from Mt. St. Jo-
seph high school and is studying Nursing at Salisbury 
University. Adria graduated from Centennial High 
School and is studying Criminal Justice at Campbell 
University in North Carolina.  

It was a unique honor for this year’s officers to 
be sworn in by National Executive Committeeman 
Ronald L. Holcombe. 
 One of the more touching events at the In-
stallation was the transfer of this year’s departed 
comrades: Balys Brasauskas, Vincent T. Dulys and 
Peter J. Schweizer from Post 154 to Post Everlasting. 
Father Bill Spacek and Sergeant At Arms Walter 
Cooper read their names to solemn background mu-
sic “My Buddy.” At the conclusion, Mark Zaruba 
played heartrending Taps as we said - Farewell my 
fellow legionnaire. 

Lithuanian Post 154 Installation of Officers 2025 - 2026 

The event concluded with Daina Choir singing of 
God Bless America. Attendees joined hands and raised 
their voices in song. 

Camaraderie continued during the serving of a 
hot meal while being entertained by the Malunas Lithua-
nian dance group. 
 This Installation of Officers Ceremony would not 
be possible without the hard work of the many Legion-
naires and volunteers who helped make it be a success. 
All the work was done by volunteers, nobody was paid.  
 A sincere “Thank You” to all.  
 Gintaras Buivys,  
 Lithuanian Post 154 Commander  

Malunas Lithuanian Folk Dance Group amazed our American  
Legionnaires with a fast and lively exhibition of Lithuanian dances 

that they performed in Lithuania.  

Zoom Meetings  
American Legion Lithuanian Post 154 is unique. Most of its 
members live many miles away from Lithuanian Hall in Balti-
more thee Post’s “home.” Only a few members live in Balti-
more. Approximately 55% live in Maryland outside of Baltimore 
and 40% live in other states. Our member’s average age is 75 
and many are unable or unwilling to travel to Baltimore for 
meetings. To allow all members participation at Post 154 
meetings, Post 154 has subscribed to the Zoom remote meet-
ing service on the internet which allow member participation 
from anywhere. Enter the below invite link in your computer/
cell phone browser to get connected. 
 

General Meeting General Meeting General Meeting General Meeting — Second Wednesday of January, March, 
May, June, August, Sept. and Nov, at 11 AM Eastern Time. 
Meeting ID 842 5654 1447 
Passcode Labas 
Invite Link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84256541447?
pwd=mO7du1OonppN3eVKXjrp40kdM9l0er.1 
    

Executive MeetingExecutive MeetingExecutive MeetingExecutive Meeting————Last Wednesday of every month except 
November and December at 1 PM Eastern Time. 
Meeting ID 856 7065 0432Meeting ID 856 7065 0432Meeting ID 856 7065 0432Meeting ID 856 7065 0432 
Passcode Labas 
Invite Link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85670650432?
pwd=O3AFw7Qz6FnMIyg34jpClpJjlM7h0P.1 
 

The above meeting links may be difficult to copy and type into 
your computer browser. You can find this newsletter on our 
Post 154 website http://www.lietuvis.net and copy and paste 
the link into your browser.  

Lithuanian Post 154 Officers 2025 Lithuanian Post 154 Officers 2025 Lithuanian Post 154 Officers 2025 Lithuanian Post 154 Officers 2025 ----    2026202620262026 
 
Commander                   `Gintaras Buivys 
Vice Commander             Joe Jankevicius  
Adjutant  Gintaras Buivys 
Finance Officer       Algirdas Brasauskas 
Service Officer                  John Potts 
Chaplain                          Gintaras Buivys 
Judge Advocate                Augustinas Uleckas 
Historian                          Henry Gaidis 
Sergeant At Arms  Walter Cooper 
Executive Committee    Yvette Muhammed 

   Executive Committee       Thomas Sadauskas 



Membership 
 
Department of Maryland 
has set Lithuanian Post 
154 membership goal at 
76. As of September 28, 
Post 154 had only 53 
members that have re-
newed. Department has 
stated that Legionnaires 
who do not renew by 
year end will stop receiv-
ing the “Free State Warri-
or.” So please renew 
now. 
 
You may renew on-line by 
following the renewal link 
on our website 
www.lietuvis.net. If you 
wish, you can send me a 
$38 check made out to 
American Legion  
Lithuanian Post 154 with 
your renewal notice. My 
address is on page 4. 
 
Gintaras Buivys 

Happy Birthday 
    

OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober    
Algirdas Brasauskas 
Clarence Catterton 
Charles Crovo 
Milton Davis 
Valentinas Drazdys 
Stanley Eringis 
Henry Gaidis 
Michael Jackonis 
Howard Koontz 
James Laucht 
Robert Leonavicius 
Gerald Smith 
James Willis 
 

NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember 
Wayne Callahan 
Vytautas Dulys 
John Garpstas 
David Gorrell 
Alfred Kyliavas 
Camilla Maybee 
Anton Meisinger 
Robert Mellendick 
Thomas Sadauskas 

 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    
Yvette Muhammed 
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Lithuanian Hall ReopenedLithuanian Hall ReopenedLithuanian Hall ReopenedLithuanian Hall Reopened 
 

Summer is over and Lithuanian Hall has  
returned to its normal schedule. It is open every 
Friday at 5 PM. Bring your family and friends to 
enjoy a delicious Lithuanian meal or just to sip 
on Lithuanian beverages.  
 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 
 

The Lithuanian Hall Christmas Bazaar Christmas Bazaar Christmas Bazaar Christmas Bazaar will start 
at noon on December 7. Lithuanian food and 
gifts for Christmas will be on sale.   

Two $1,000 College Scholarships     
 

Lithuanian Post 154 will grant two $1,000 scholarships 
in 2026. The scholarships will be available to children, 
grandchildren, stepchildren, step grandchildren, neph-
ews, nieces and adopted children of Lithuanian Post 
154 members in good standing or deceased members 
who were in good standing at time of death. 
 
The students must be graduating from high school in 
2026 and continuing their studies in college or technical 
school in 2026.  
 
Scholarship applications are available at Post 154 
meetings or by contacting Joe Jankevicius at (410) 259-
5032 or email  joejankevicius@gmail.com. Completed 
applications must be received by July 15, 2026.  
                 ______________________ 
 
In addition, American Legion Department of MD has a 
scholarship program available. The application can be 
found at www.mdlegion.org/Forms/genschlo.pdf. 

The Baltimore Karaliaus Mindaugas School (Baltimores Kara-
liaus Mindaugo Mokykla), the Baltimore Lithuanian Communi-
ty’s Saturday Children Language school reopened at Lithuani-
an Hall, on September 10, 2025, after having been closed for 
several decades with a celebration.  
 

The celebration took place in Little Lithuania Park, across the 
street from Lithuanian Hall. The event was honored by the 
attendance of the new Lithuanian Ambassador to the United 
States, Gediminas Varvuolis and his wife. They took the open-
ing of the language school as an opportunity to make their first 
visit to the Baltimore Lithuanian Community. Ambassador 
Varvuolis spoke briefly to the assembled students, parents, 
visitors and teachers, He thanked them for their efforts in pre-
serving the Lithuanian language and culture in America.  
 

The event included an outdoors picnic with an opportunity to 
make new friends and renew old acquaintances.  
 

The Ambassador, his wife and many others took the opportuni-
ty to tour Lithuanian Hall. The Ambassador, during his tour of 
the building, commented favorably on the venerable old build-
ing and many of the treasures on display in the Baltimore Lith-
uanian Museum. He also showed interest in Henry Gaidys’ 
military collection and  Lithuanian Post 154 artifacts. 

Lithuanian School Reopens in Baltimore 

Lithuanian School Staff, Students, Parent and Friends Pose 
with Ambassador Gediminas Varvuolis in Lithuanian Park. 

Lithuanian Post 154 Historian Henry Gaidis describes some of 
the items in the museum to Ambassador Varvuolis and his wife. 
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Meeting Information    
    

General Meetings General Meetings General Meetings General Meetings     
The Post General meetings will 
be held at  
Lithuanian Hall,  
851 Hollins Street.  
Baltimore, MD 21201  
at 11 AM on the 2nd  Wednes-
day of  January, March, May, 
June, August, September and 
November. 
 

Executive  Committee MeetingsExecutive  Committee MeetingsExecutive  Committee MeetingsExecutive  Committee Meetings    
The Executive Committee 
meetings will be held on the 
last Wednesday of every 
month except November and 
December at 1 PM, Meeting 
will be at Spirits West Country 
Club, 2601 Wilkens Avenue,   
Baltimore, MD 21223. 

Calendar & Reminders 
        
 OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober    

Thu  02 Yom Kippur 
Tue  07 Afghanistan War Began (2001) 
Mon 13 US Navy Established (1773) 
Mon  13 Thanksgiving Day (Canada) 
Mon 13 Columbus Day Observed 
Thu  23 Grenada Campaign began (1983) 

 Wed     29 Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting -  
          Spirits West Country Club - 1 PM 
 Fri       31 Halloween 

 

NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember    
Sat   01 All Saints Day 
Sat  01 Four Frenchmen Service  - 11 AM 
   St. Mary’s Cemetery 
   200 Homeland Ave.  Baltimore 21210 
Sun  02 Daylight Saving Time ends - set clocks back one hour 
Tue  04 Election Day 
Mon 10  US Marine Corps Established (1775)  
Mon 10  American Legion Auxiliary Birthday (1919)  
Tue  11 Signing of WWI Armistice (1918) 
Tue  11 Veterans Day  
Wed 12 Lithuanian Post 154 General Meeting - Lithuanian Hall - 11 AM 
Sun    16 Department of Maryland Executive Committee Meeting -  
   Post #17  415 Edgewood Rd. Edgewood, MD 21040 - 1 - 4 PM  
Wed 26 Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting  
   rescheduled to December 3rd. 
Thu  27 Thanksgiving Day 
Sun   30 First Sunday of Advent 
 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    
Wed   03 Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting  
   Spirits West Country Club - 1 PM 
Fri  05 Somalia Campaign Began (1992) 
Sun    07 Back to God Mass - 10:30 AM 
   Our Lady of Victory Church 
   4414 Wilkens Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21229 
Sun  07 Christmas Bazaar –Lithuanian Hall  - Noon 
Sun  07 National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day  
Mon 08 War declared on Japan (1941) 
Thu  11 Germany & Italy declared war on U.S. (1941) 
Sat  20 U.S. Space Force Birthday  
Sat  20 Panama Operation Just Cause 1989 
Sun  21 First Day of Winter 
Wed 24 Christmas Eve / Lithuanian Kūčios 
Thu  25 Merry Christmas  
Wed 31 No Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting  
Wed 31 Official End of WWII (1946) 
Wed 31 New Year’s Eve 
 

January,  2026January,  2026January,  2026January,  2026    
Thu  01 New Year’s Day 
Wed 14 Lithuanian Post 154 General Meeting - Lithuanian Hall - 11 AM 
Mon 19 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Wed 28 Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting -  
   Spirits West Country Club - 1 PM 

Contact Information    
 

COMMANDERCOMMANDERCOMMANDERCOMMANDER    
Gintaras Buivys 
804 Warwick Rd. 
Baltimore, MD 21229 
(410) 802-0001 
gbuivys@hotmail.com 
 

ADJUTANT ADJUTANT ADJUTANT ADJUTANT     
Gintaras Buivys 
804 Warwick Rd. 
Baltimore, MD 21229 
(410) 802-0001 
gbuivys@hotmail.com 
 

SERVICE OFFICERSERVICE OFFICERSERVICE OFFICERSERVICE OFFICER    
Patrick Dohlus 
1920 Nipmuck Path 
Hanover, MD 21076 
(410) 551-2369 
Sulbud@comcast.net 
 

EDITOREDITOREDITOREDITOR    
Joe Jankevicius 
2911 Cox Neck Road East 
Chester, MD 21619 
(410) 259-5032 

JoeJankevicius@gmail.com 
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