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Commander’s Message
| hope you and your families have stayed well.

American Legion officer terms will be ending at the up-
coming Department Convention in July. We will hold
elections of officers for next year at the May meeting
and select delegates to the convention. Please feel
free to nominate yourself or another Lithuanian Post
154 member (with their permission) to any of the
Post’s offices or to be a convention delegate. The Post
officers are: Commander, Vice-Commander, Adjutant,
Finance Officer, Service Officer, Chaplain, Sgt, At Arms,
Historian, Judge Advocate and two Executive Commit-
tee members. This year | undertook multiple roles;
however, | do not intend to continue this arrangement
in the future. | don’t really care where you live, with to-
day’s technology everyone of our members can partici-
pate regardless of where they reside. Bottom line, if
people don't step up and fill the slots, then | guess it’'s
going to be time to turn in our charter and close Lithua-
nian Post 154 down. That would be a shame.

Officer nominations are open from now until our May
13th meeting. Please contact me with nominee names.

Enjoy the summer!

Gintaras Buivys,
Commander

American Legion Oratorical Contest

Stuart Blair after the oratorical contest.

Two $1,000 College Scholarships

Lithuanian Post 154 will grant two $1,000 scholar-
ships in 2026. The scholarships will be available to
children, grandchildren, stepchildren, step grandchil-
dren, nephews, nieces and adopted children of Lith-
uanian Post 154 members in good standing or de-
ceased members who were in good standing at time
of death.

The students must be graduating from high school in
2026 and entering College or Technical School this
year. Scholarship application forms are available at
Lithuanian Post 154 General Meetings or by contact-
ing Joe Jankevicius. His contact information is on
last page of this newsletter.

Completed applications must be received by
July 15, 2026.

Lithuanian Post 154 Historian Henry Gaidis recruited
Adam Alvi from Calvert Hall High School (Henry’s alma
mater) to compete in the American Legion Oratorical
Contest. Oratorical Contest competition starts at the Post
level and advances to District, Department and National
level. A $25,000 award is given to the National winner.
Candidates who advance from Department to the Na-
tional completion each receive $2,000.

Our contestant, Adam Alvi, Calvert Hall class of 2027, partic-
ipated at the District Oratorical Competition at Post 22 in
Towson on February 19, 2026. He was joined by his Calvert
Hall Oratorical Club Teacher, Peter Susko and Henry Gaidis.

The event took place in a very large room about the size of
the Lithuanian Hall gala ballroom but with a typical room
height ceiling and a small foot high stage. Adam was gjiven
ten minutes to present his speech on the Constitution. With
no podium, no microphone Adam alone on the stage moved
around while talking. He was great. He looked like a profes-
sional speaker waving his hands to emphasize points. Be-
sides three judges, his audience included Post 22 Le-
gionaries and about 30 Boy and Girls Scout who interrupt-
ed their meetings to attend Adam’s presentation.

After a short discussion among the judges, Department
Oratorical Program Chairperson, Anita Stewart-
Hammerer announced that Adam had won the District Con-
test and would be competing at the Department of Mary-
land competition on March 22, 2026.

At the Department competition, Adam placed 3rd and plans
to compete again next year. Hopefully he will win in 2027
and represent Maryland at the National Oratorical Contest.

Adam has registered for Boys State where he will hone his
debating and public speaking skills. Lithuanian Post 154
has sponsored him and a gjrl to Boy's/Girl's State.
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Membership

Thank you for renewing

your 2025 membership

allowing Lithuanian Post
154 meet Department’s
membership goal.

F.Y."2026" will start on
July 01, 2025 and
renewal notices from
National will be mailed
out at the end of June.
Please renew your mem-
bership by going to the
Lithuanian Post 154
website
http://www.lietuvis.net
and clicking on “Online
Membership Renewal.”

If you wish to renew by
mail, make a $38 check
payable to “The American
Legion Lithuanian Post
154" and mail it to my
address that is on page 4
of this newsletter.

Gintaras Buivys

Happy Birthday

April
William Emerson
Michael Keiser
Errol Markowitz
Robert Parks
Vilius Ramunas
Edward Wilson Il
Edward Yungaitis

May
Wiliam F. Dillon llI
Joseph Jankevicius
Daniel Podlogar
Valentinas Raugas
Gary Thiele

June
Walter Cooper
David Cunningham
Anthony Leketa
Cynthia Leketa
John Matulonis
Juozas Naujokaitis
Albert Penkauskas
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Lithuanian Independence Restoration
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Lithuania’s Ambassador to the United States Gediminas Varvuolis paused for a photo
with Post 154 Color Guard. Standing from left are: Thomas Sadauskas, Henry Gaidis,

Mindaugas Gudaitis, Ambassador Gediminas Varvuolis, Joseph Jankevicius, Algirdas
Brasauskas, Walter Cooper, Mrs. Varvuolis and Post 154 Commander Gintaras Buivys.

The Baltimore Lithuanian Commu-
nity celebrated Lithuania’s Restora-
tion of Independence at Lithuanian
Hall on March 15, 2026. Lithuani-
an Post 154 was invited to present
The Colors at the celebration.

Lithuania was occupied by Russia :
prior to WWI. After WWI it fought for | Malunas Lithuanian Dance Group performing the
its independence and gained it on “Malunas” (windmill) dance.

February 16, 1918. After WWII it

was reoccupied by Russia and became one of the Soviet Union countries. In the
late 1980s the Soviet Union went through reforms that allowed Lithuania to exit
the Soviet Union. On March 11, 1990 Lithuania became the first Soviet Block
country to declare restoration of its independence.

Baltimore’s Lithuanian Community was honored with the attendance of Lithuania’s
Ambassador to the United States Gediminas Varvuolis. Besides comments about
Lithuania’s restoration of independence, he congratulated Baltimore’s Lithuanian
Community for maintaining its Lithuanian language, traditions, and customs.

The event was well attended by Lithuanians from the Baltimore/Washington area.
The audience was treated to dance and song entertainment. The Lithuanian
Embassy posted the following “Thank You!” note on their Facebook page.

“It was a meaningful celebration of the 36th anniversary of the Restoration of Lith-
uania’s Independence at the Lithuanian Hall in Baltimore, bringing everyone to-
gether in a shared love for Lithuania.

Our sincere thanks to the Lithuanian community in Baltimore and to all who con-
tributed so heartfully and joyfully to the celebration — students and teachers of the
King Mindaugas Lithuanian School in Baltimore and the Washington Kristijonas
Donelaitis Lithuanian School, members of the Daina choir, dancers of the folk
group Mituva and Malunas Dance Group, veterans of the American Legion Lithua-
nian Post No. 154, and everyone who joined in a shared moment of song.”
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Memorial Day - Remembrance of Colonel Joseph Anthony Remus

Although each and every branch of service and
veteran is worthy of being remembered this and every
Memorial Day, the author has chosen to recount the
story of Colonel Joseph Anthony Remus, U.S. Army, the
son of a Lithuanian immigrant Pennsylvania coal min-
ing family. Joe as he was commonly referred to over-
came uncountable obstacles during the depression to
graduate from the US Military Academy and command
a U.S. Army Battalion in the Pacific during World War I

Joseph Anthony Remus_was born on May 13,
1908, to Charles Remus and Anna Slarickas in Shenan-
doah, Pennsylvania. His parents were both Lithuanian
immigrants. Joe grew up in a typical Lithuanian coal
mining family. Joe attended elementary school in Shen-
andoah and as a youth he was an active member of the
Catholic Holy Name Society at St. George Parish. His
brother, Edward Charles Remus was born in 1912. Like
many immigrant family there were both good and bad
times, but the Remus family suffered greatly with the
passing of the boy’s mother, Anna Remus when she
was only 32 years old. His father never remarried and
raised the boys alone. Joe quit high school in his fresh-
man year and went to work in a coal mine to help the
family during the depression.

Not happy with working in the mine, Joe wanted
a better way of life. In 1927, he saw a U.S. Army recruit-
ing poster and enlisted. After completing basic training,
Joe was assigned to the 16t U.S. Army Field Artillery
Regiment, Headquarters Battery, 1st Battalion, Fort
Meyers, Virginia. In his spare time, Joe continue his ed-
ucation by going to night school in Washington DC.
When he felt ready, Joe took an entrance exam and
received a Presidential appointment to the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point - without a high school degree.

After only serving two years’ service in the
“ranks” Joe in 1929 began his U.S. Military Academy
Cadet training. He excelled in academics and was a
standout three-sport athlete. Joe was the first Black
Knights Light Heavy Weight intercollegiate boxing
champion and member of their football, baseball, and
golf teams. He graduated from West Point in 1933 and
received his 2nd Lieutenant Officer Commission.

After graduation Joe attended the U.S. Infantry
School and was assigned to the 2nd U.S. Infantry Divi-
sion at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, followed by a series of
routine peace time military assignments with the 3rd
U.S. Infantry Regiment, Fort Snelling, Minnesota, U.S.
Infantry School at Fort Benning, Georgia and with the
33rd Infantry Regiment at Fort San Houston, Texas.

In 1939, Joe was assigned to 21st Infantry Reg-
iment, Scholfield Barracks, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and
was there on December 7, 1941, when the Japanese
attack caused the U.S. to enter World War Il. During

Jospeh Anthony Remus. West Point Boxing Champion.

World War Il, Joe was assigned to Hawaiian defense du-
ties and training of arriving troops in amphibious and
jungle warfare. In March of 1944, Joe was assigned as
Battalion Commander of the U.S. Army lll Amphibious
Force, 305t Infantry Regiment, and took part in its July -
August 1944, amphibious assault landing on Guam and
the dislodging of enemy positions at Barrigada. The regi-
ment then took part in the March 26-29,1945, combat
assault landing and fighting on Okinawa.

Joe remained in the service after the war and
served in various post in the Pacific, U.S. and Europe. Joe
was promoted to a full colonel in 1953 and assigned to
the U.S. Army Headquarters in Heidelberg, Germany and
then to U;S; Army Field Forces, Office of the Chief, Conti-
nental Army Command, Fort Monroe, Virginia. Joe re-
turned to Germany in 1954 and served two tours as
Commanding Office for the 2nd Infantry Regiment of the
5th Infantry Division in Munich. His regiment won the Le
Clerc trophy for international marksmanship and the
Regimental Boxing Team won the team trophy in the
United States Army Europe championship.

Upon the completion of his European tours Joe
was assigned as the Chief of the Colorado Military Dis-
trict stationed in Denver, supervising the U.S. Army, Na-
tional Guard and the Reserve Officers training program.
He then served a tour of duty in Korea and ended his
career as Commanding Officer of Fort Drum, New York.

Colonel Remus ended his long and distinguished
military career, on July 31, 1963, and retired from the
U.S. Army with full honors. Joseph Anthony Remus
passed away on August 1, 1979, and was laid to rest
with full military honors in the U.S. Military Academy
Cemetery, West Point, New York.

Colonel Joseph Anthony Remus’ military com-
mendations included the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star
Medal for bravery with two Stars, Combat Infantryman
Badge, Army Commendation Medal, American Defense
Service, Asiatic-Pacific, American Campaign, Army of Oc-
cupation - Japan, and World War Il Victory Medals.

Henry L. Gaidis - Lithuanian Post 154 Historian
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Contacts

COMMANDER
Gintaras Buivys

804 Warwick Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21229
(410) 802-0001
gbuivys@hotmail.com

ADJUTANT

Gintaras Buivys

804 Warwick Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21229
(410) 802-0001
gbuivys@hotmail.com

SERVICE OFFICER

John Potts

1340 Washington Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21230
msajmp@aol.com

EDITOR

Joe Jankevicius

2911 Cox Neck Road East
Chester, MD 21619

(410) 259-5032
JoeJankevicius@gmail.com

Meeting Information

Lithuanian Post 154
General Meetings

Post General Meeting will be
held at:
Lithuanian Hall,
851 Hollins Street.
Baltimore, MD 21201
at 11 AM on the 2nd Wednes-
day of January, March, May,
June, August, September and
November.

Executive Committee Meetings
Executive Committee meeting
will be held on the last
Wednesday of every month
except December at 1 PM at
Spirits West Country Club,
2601 Wilkens Avenue,
Baltimore, MD 21223.

April
Wed 01
Wed 01
Fri 03
Sun 05
Mon 06
Thu 09
Wed 15
Wed 29
Wed 30

May
Fri 01
Tue 05
Thu o7
Fri 08
Sun 10
Wed 13
Fri 15
Sat 16
Sun 17
Mon 25
Wed 27

June
Wed 10
Sun 14
Sat 14
Sun 21
Sun 21
Sun 21
Wed 24
Sat 27

July
Thu 02
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Calendar & Reminders

April Fools’ Day

Passover begins at sundown

Good Friday

Easter Sunday

US entered WW [ (1917)

Passover ends at sundown

Income Tax Returns due

Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting -

Spirits West Country Club - 1 PM

Nominations of Lithuanian Post 154 officers for 2026 -2027
Nominations of Lithuanian Post 154 Delegates and Alternates to
The American Legion Department of Maryland Convention
Vietnam War ended (1975)

Boys State application submission deadline

Cinco de Mayo

Unconditional surrender of all WWII German forces signed (1945)

V-E Day, Victory in Europe celebrated by US and Britain (1945)
Mother’s Day

Lithuanian Post 154 General Meeting - Lithuanian Hall - 11 AM
Nominations and election of Lithuanian Post 154 officers for 2026 -2027
Nominations and election of Lithuanian Post 154 Delegates and
Alternates to The American Legion Department of Maryland Convention
Women’s Army Corps Founded (1942)

Armed Forces Day

Department Executive Committee Meeting

Stallings-Williams Post 206, 3330 Chesapeake Beach Rd,

Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 - 1 PM

Memorial Day

Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting -

Spirits West Country Club - 1 PM

Lithuanian Post 154 General Meeting - Lithuanian Hall - 11 AM
Flag Day

US Army Founded (1775)

Father's Day

First Day of Summer

Boys State Start

Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting -

Spirits West Country Club - 1 PM

Boys State Ends

U.S Army Air Corps Established (1926)
Sat

The American Legion Department of Maryland Convention - Ocean City, MD

Tue 14 Delegate Registration - 8 AM, Legion College classes
Wed 15 Convention meetings - 8 AM, Memorial Service - 7 PM
Thu 16 Convention meetings - 8 AM
Fri 17 Convention meetings - 8 AM, Department Officers Election
04 Independence Day
Wed 29 Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting -

Spirits West Country Club - 1 PM




