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Commander’s Message

I hope you and your family have stayed well.

At the Post’'s May 14 General Meeting nominations
of Post 154 officers for 2026-2027 were closed and
election of officers was held. Election results are
below. Also at the meeting, Gintaras Buivys, Walter
Cooper, Henry Gaidis, Joe Jankevicius and John
Potts were elected delegates to the 2026 American
Legion Department of Maryland Convention.

Post 154 will have its traditional formal installation
of officers on September 20th at Lithuanian Hall.
Complimentary refreshments will be served from 1
PM to 2 and after the formal program. There will be
no drinks served during the program. After the pro-
gram you and your guests are welcome to stay and
watch a performance by the Lithuanian folk dance
group while enjoying a complimentary hot buffet.

All Post 154 members are welcome to attend the
Officers Installation Ceremony. Admission is free. We
will have tables reserved for Department and special
invited guests. There will be several tables set up for
open seating. If you are bringing guests and want
your own table, please let me know by September
1st how many in your group so we can set up
enough tables and prepare enough food.

Enjoy the summer!

Gintaras Buivys

Memorial Day Service

Lithuanian Post 154 Officers 2026 - 2027

Commander Gintaras Buivys
Vice Commander Joe Jankevicius
Adjutant Gintaras Buivys

Finance Officer
Service Officer

Algirdas Brasauskas
John Potts

Chaplain Yvette Muhammed
Judge Advocate Augustinas Uleckas
Historian Henry Gaidis
Sergeant At Arms Walter Cooper
Executive Committee David Gorrell

Yvette Muhammed
Thomas Sadauskas

Executive Committee
Executive Committee

On May 30, 2026, Lithua-
nian Post 154 Members
attended The American
Legion, North Central Dis-
trict, Memorial Day Ser-
vices, held at the Balti-
more National Cemetery.

The ceremony was
opened by Baltimore Na-
tional Cemetery Director
Sara N. Marlow followed
by the presentation of
Colors by Northeastern
Post 285 Honor Guard,

National Executive Commit-
teeman Ronald L. Holcombe,
behind the podium, watches
Lithuanian Post 154 members

Gintaras Buivys and Henry

Gaidis salute after placing
POWI/MIA flag on empty chair.

playing of the National
Anthem and reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. Rev. Dr.
William E. Butler from Post 294 gave an invocation
thanking God for the brave souls who gave their lives for
our freedom and for those that are still defending it. Na-
tional Executive Committeeman Ronald L Holcombe con-
ducted the POW/MIA Service assisted by Post 154 Le-
gionnaires Gintaras Buivys and Henry Gaidis.

Guest Speakers Retired Major General Brian W.
Cavanaugh, U.S. Marine Corps and Ronald Walters, Prin-
ciple Deputy Under Secretary of Memorial Affairs, Veter-
ans Affairs gave a brief biography of a couple of veterans
resting in the cemetery.

Lithuanian Post members in attendance included Ginta-
ras Buivys, Henry Gaidis, Joseph Jankevicius, Yvette Mu-
hammad, and Post friend, Mark Zaruba, who played
Taps during the service.
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Membership
The American Legion’s
2027 membership Fiscal
Year started on July 01,
2026. You should be
receiving renewal notic-
es from National soon.

Please renew your mem-
bership by going to the
Lithuanian Post 154
website
http://www.lietuvis.net
and clicking on “Online
Membership Renewal.”

If you wish to renew by
mail, make a $38 check
payable to “The American
Legion Lithuanian Post
154" and mail it to my
address that is on page 4
of this newsletter.

Gintaras Buivys

Happy Birthday

July
Raymond W. Beares
Gintaras Buivys
Terrence Chesson

August
Algimantas Grintalis
Victor A. Kareiva
Thomas A. Keane
Roy W. Kemmer
Joseph Lazaravich
Aaron Morsberger
Algirdas M. Veliuona
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Lithuanian Riflemen Union Commander Visits Lithuanian Hall

On April 16. 2026, Lithuanian Post 154
Commander Gintaras Buivys and legionaries Henry
Gaidis and Thomas Sadauskas hosted Zilvinas
Tomkus, Defense Counsellor from the Lithuanian
Embassy and Colonel Linas Idzelis, the visiting
Commander of the Lithuanian Rifleman’s Union
(Lietuvos Sauliy sgjunga) with his two staff mem-
bers,

The Lithuanian Rifleman’s Union is a Lithu-
anian government financed Lithuanian military
trained 17,000-member paramilitary organization
founded in 1919 to strengthen national defense
through voluntary civilian participation. It functions
very similar to the American National Guard acting
as a bridge between civilians and the military, train-
ing members in combat, civil resistance, and public
order to support armed forces against threats. In
the event of a national threat the Rifleman’s Union
becomes part of the Lithuanian NATO forces.

Colonel Linas Idzelis tour of Baltimore City
included a visit to the Baltimore Lithuanian Hall
and its Lithuanian National Library and the Balti-
more Lithuanian Museum. They were very impress
with the American Legion and Lithuanian Post 154
displays as Lithuania has a similar Lithuanian Mili-
tary Veterans organization. Among the many other
discussed topics were Lithuanian, American and
NATO affairs. We did not let them leave Baltimore
to continue their journey across the US and Cana-
da before enjoying a Marland Crab Cake lunch.

Henry Gaidis

il

At Baltimore Lithuanian Hall,
from left: Zilvinas Tomkus of
Lithuanian Embassy, Henry
Gaidis, Col. Linas Iszelis,
Thomas Sadauskas and
Stasys Igntavicius.

American Legion Department of Maryland Convention

The American Legion Department of Maryland Convention will be held at the
Ocean City Convention Center from July 14 - 17, 2026. The convention sched-

ule is on page 4.

Lithuanian Post 154 will have a visitor Hospitality Suite at Bradley on the Bay
Condominium, building A, unit 304, 3901 Ocean Highway. If you are in Ocean
City on these dates and plan to visit, contact Commander Gintaras Buivys
(410) 802-0001 prior to walking 3 flights of stairs to be certain it is open.
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LITHUANIAN HERO OF THE AMERICAN WAR OF INDEPENDENCE

Today, Tadeusz Kosciusz-
ko is best known worldwide for his |
courage, kindness, patriotism, ;
charisma, and indomitable
strength of character. He is known
as a talented engineer who came
to the American colonies and of-
fered his services to the cause of
revolution. "The purest son of lib-
erty | have ever known," Thomas
Jefferson, author of the United

Tadeusz Kosciuszko

States Declaration of Independ-
ence and the third President of the United States,
said about T. Kosciuszko.

Tadeusz Andrzej Bonawentura Kosciuszko
was born on February 12, 1746, into a Lithuanian
family living on the MereCovsCyzna estate in the
Brest Voivodeship in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania,
which at the time was part of the Polish Lithuanian
Commonwealth (PLC), present-day Brest Region, Bel-
arus, Due to historical border changes and T. Kosci-
uszko's accomplishments including his rise to the
rank of general in the Polish and U.S. armies, today
he is considered a hero not only by Lithuanians but
also by Poles, Belarusians, and Americans.

T. Kosciuszko was a talented engineer who
came to the American colonies and offered his ser-
vices in the fight for freedom. In fact, T. Kosciuszko
was recruited in France by Benjamin Franklin, and
thus in August 1776 he arrived to the United States.
Initially he served as a volunteer, but later, on Octo-
ber 18, 1776, the Continental Congress granted him
the rank of colonel of engineering. Upon the recom-
mendation of Prince Adam Kazimierz Czartoryski and
Gen. Charles Lee, T. Kosciuszko was appointed chief
engineer of the Continental Army. He supervised the
fortification of various sites. He planned the Ameri-
can fortifications for the famous Battle of Saratoga.
This battle, which took place from September 9 to
October 17, 1777, was a decisive colonial victory,
which many historians consider a turning point in the
U.S. Revolution.

General Washington considered West Point,
the plateau overlooking the Hudson River, an im-
portant strategic position. In 1778 sent Kosciuszko
to that location to design fortifications to defend it.
On this plateau Kosciuszko built a series of forts that
prevented the British from taking control of the river
and dividing New York from New England. Had the
British been able to seize control of the river, they
would have been able to freely obtain reinforce-
ments and supplies from Canada. It was on this
same plateau at West Point that the United States
established its military academy in 1802 which to-

General George Washington meeting with his staff on the battle field.
Tadeusz Kosciuszko is the fourth person left of General Washington.

day is the oldest continuously garrisoned military post in
the country. Gen. George Washington described the West
Point fortifications as "the most important post in Ameri-
ca," and T. Jefferson, who became T. Kosciuszko's friend,
later described him as the purest son of liberty.

For his service, Kosciuszko was belatedly promot-
ed to the rank of Brigadier General. He returned to Po-
land to continue his struggle of expanding freedom to his
homeland. Although Kosciuszko won great honor and
glory leading Poles and Lithuanians against the Russians
who threatened the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
during the so-called Kosciuszko Insurrection of 1794, he
was unable to overcome the insurmountable odds. Kosci-
uszko died in exile on October 15, 1817, in Solothurn,
Switzerland while still dreaming of the liberation of his
homeland.

By: Henry Gaidis
Memories from 2010
The American Association of the Friends of Kosciuszko at
West Point invited Lithuanian Post 154 to participate in
their April 30, 2010 conference commemorating General
Thaddeus Kosciuszko at the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point, New York.

Lithuanian Post 154 Legion-
naires Gintaras Buivys, Henry
Gaidis, John Maskavich and
Vincent Dulys at West Point.

Lithuanian Post 154
Commander John Maskavich
placing wreath at
Tadeusz Kosciuszko monument.
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Contact Information Calendar & Reminders
COMMANDER July Lithuanian Hall closed for summer break during July
Gintaras BIU|VyS Thu 02 U.S Army Air Corps Established (1926)
804 Warwick Rd. Sat 04 Independence Day
Baltimore, MD 21229
(410) 802-0001 The American Legion Department of Maryland Convention - Ocean City, MD
gbuivys@hotmail.com Tue 14 Delegate Registration - 8 AM, Legion College classes
’ Wed 15 Convention meetings - 8 AM, Memorial Service - 7 PM
ADJUTANT Thu 16 Convention meetings - 8 AM
Gintaras Buivys Fri 17 Convention meetings - 8 AM, Department Officers Election
804. kil Wed 29 Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting -
Baltimore, MD 21229 Spirits West Country Club - 1 PM
(410) 802-0001 August
gbuivys@hotmail.com Tue 04 United States Coast Guard established (1790)
Thu 06 First atomic bomb dropped, Hiroshima, Japan (1945)
SERVICE OFFICER Wed 12 Lithuanian Post 154 General Meeting -
Patrick Dohlus Lithuanian Hall - 11 AM
1920 Nipmuck Path Thu 13 Japan Surrendered, ending WW Il (1945)
Hanover, MD 21076 Wed 26 Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting -
(410) 551-2369 Spirits West Country Club - 1 PM
Sulbud@comcast.net
September
EDITOR Wed 02 V-J Day, Japan Signed Formal Surrender (1945)
Joe Jankevicius Mon 07 Labor Day .
2911 Cox Neck Road East Wed 09 Lithuanian Post 154 General Meeting -
Chester. MD 21619 Lithuanian Hall - 11 AM
’ Fri 11 Terrorists attacked World Trade Center
(410) 259-5032 and Pentagon (2001)
JoeJankevicius@gmail.com Sun 13 “Star Spangled Banner” written by Francis Scott Key (1814)
Thu 17 US Constitution Approved (1787)
Meeting Information Fri 18 US Air Force established (1947)
Fri 18 POW/MIA Recognition Day
Lithuanian Post 154 Sun 20 Installation of Post 154 Officers
General Meetings Lithuanian Hall - 1 PM
The Post General will be held at Sun 20 Yom Kippur begins at sundown
Lithuanian Hall, Mon 21 Yom Kippur ends at sundown
851 Hollins Street. Tue 22 First day of Autumn
Baltimore, MD 21201 Sat 26 Lithuanian Festival - Lithuanian Hall - Noon
at 11 AM on the 2nd Wednes- Wed 30 Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting -
day of January’ March’ May’ SpIrItS West Country Club-1PM
June, August, September and
November. October _
] . ) Wed o7 Afghanistan War Began (2001)
Executive Committee Meetings Mon 12 Columbus Day
The Executive Committee Tue 13 US Navy Established (1773)
meeting will be held on the Fri 23 Grenada Campaign began (1983)
last Wednesday of every Wed 28 Lithuanian Post 154 Executive Committee Meeting -
month except December at Spirits West Country Club - 1 PM
1 PM, Meeting will be at Sat 31 Halloween
Spirits West Country Club,
2601 Wilkens Avenue,
Baltimore, MD 21223.




